BOND, PRINCIPAL LIBRARIAN

into one alphabet and published in 1902-3; and the series has been
continued at the same intervals without a break till today, and its
preparation is one of the standing tasks of the Department.

It has been argued that it is now time to amalgamate the Subject
Index into a single alphabet, and so save the search in a number of
volumes when the date of a book is not known; but it is doubtful
whether, in view of the number of bibliographies now existing, this
would be worth the expense. The vastly larger proposal for a com-
plete subject, or classed, catalogue of the whole library has also been
made by librarians of modern libraries, but hardly ever, if ever, by
one who has had the experience necessary to give his views weight.
There were newspaper agitations in this direction in 1900 and in
1912 (in The Morning Post}^ but they were unsuccessful and for good
reason. Such a catalogue would include huge and useless headings;
and if the Trustees could ever obtain the necessary money, they would
certainly need it much more for some other purpose.

It is difficult to realize that Garnett was Superintendent of the
Reading Room for no more than nine years, for in that time he
earned a reputation which is still alive. He came to it, as we have
seen, with the invaluable experience of Placer, and his great memory
for the books which he had placed made him a walking Subject Index,
in fact almost a realization of Ellis's theory of a librarian as one whose
memory is the only record of accessions. He was, moreover, gentle
and unassuming, accessible, and always ready to put his great learning
at the disposal of the humblest enquirer. In Samuel Butler's Note-
looks^ and in many other writings of the time, there will be found
appreciative accounts of Garnett. He certainly did much to make the
Room the least official of official institutions.

3. BUILDINGS: THE SLIDING PRESSES: THE WHITE WING
The problem of space had yet again become pressing before the end
of Bond's reign. That it was solved, for another half-century, at least
for the Printed Books, the Museum is indebted to one of the Public
Libraries of London, then new, and to the interest taken in them by
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